30 November 2007

Ministry of Environment, Kootenay Region


Kootenay Wildlife Harvest Advisory Committee
Meeting 1 August 31, 2007
ATTENEDEES
Dave Dunbar and Garth Mowat – MOE

Don Patterson - EKWA

Brian Glaicar –SGOA and Chris Addison temporary alternate 

Andy Pezderic (EKWA)

Wally Kampen and Brian Huscroft (WKO)

Jim Turner (TBHA)

Don McNamar (BCTA)

Arnold Deboon (COS)

i) Introduction
ii) Discussion of TOR’s, how committee should work, and what each party stands to get out of the committee. Here we discussed how other groups that are not on the committee can be accommodated by being asked to give presentations to the group. The group will be given a time slot to speak but not asked to attend the meeting.
The following topics were discussed but no votes were taken as all members wanted or were asked by MOE to discuss the issues with their constituents and return to the December meeting ready to vote. We agreed that we should vote on topics: 1, 4, 9, 11, and 19 in December.
1. GOS for moose: MOE is proposing an approximately 2 month GOS for yearling bull moose (spike-fork) similar to the system in use in Region 3 and 8. Bulls will stay on LEH and outfitters would remain on quota for bull moose. We propose to select 4-5 areas and monitor age-sex composition and collect data on bull ages for at least 5 years. We will select areas where we already have moose data and where harvest is high compared to other areas of the Region (ie, Revie, 4-08, Elk, Flathead, or St. Mary’s). We will require hunters who kill a moose in the monitoring units to submit teeth and antler architecture data. We need to discuss whether the hunt covers the rut or not-the hunt runs Sept 20-Oct 31 in Regions 3 and 8.
AP-run Junior/Senior (spike/fork GOS?) concurrent with 10point tri-palm season

AP-move moose season earlier, during the rut?

AP-put 4-40 and 4-37 to GOS for all bulls because access is so poor.

BG-about how many spike-forks do we expect to be killed?
-Should bow hunters be able to hunt with a bow when rifle hunters cannot? Currently in elk valley bow-hunters get most bull moose because they can hunt during the rut.
-Will we open the LEH season longer to give greater opportunity (to rifle hunters)?

JT-presented some possible ideas for enhanced archery seasons in combination with expanded moose hunting. Example: Sept 1-15 bow only, 16-30 Jr/Sn, Oct 1 on rifle? Or what about 4-08 as archery only while keeping the bull LEH (for rifle)? Or can we have different point rules for archers? If we are starting overlap seasons (rifle and bow) can we extend the bow season?
AD-would like to see bow-hunters put their hunter numbers on their arrows so they can track wayward arrows if need be.

AD-high wounding loss on expandable arrows, they should be banned.

BH-would like to see age data, antler architecture data and the survey classification data. Send Doug Jury’s email on their system in R3. Also, where do we propose to survey moose, and where do we do it now?
2. Open MUs currently closed to moose hunting (416-419).
WK-need numbers before they will support a season in these units but they generally support the idea.

3. Split 406 in to 2 zones for moose (Huscroft to explain rationale).
BH and AD do not support splitting the zone and it may no longer be necessary given the proposed changes.
4. West Kootenay elk GOS: MOE proposed GOS for 6-point elk in some or all of the WK last year and there was strong opposition to this idea by the individuals present at the WKO meeting. Subsequent discussions with various hunters and representatives of BCWF suggest that this view was not unanimous; there appears to many hunters who would like more elk hunting opportunities in the WK. The discussion at this point should focus on a) whether GOS should be re-visited in the WK, b) what form it might take, and c) would it be applied in a portion or all of the sub-region?
WK-presented a note to committee that showed there was some support for this in the WK but it was far from unanimous. He suggests the best path is to open some units to GOS while leaving some on LEH.

BH-Creston club is OK with GOS.

WK-could use a transition to GOS in WK where you have a short GOS and increase the length over time.

BH-or increase the tags over time and then open to GOS.

5. Align 4-18 GOS dates with the rest of the region (we started later this year as a transitional step). 
WK-feels this would be supported.

6. Expand low elevation jr/sr GOS to include any elk (instead of just antlerless). 
BH-no need for a bull elk season in x-zones because most problem elks are cows; general agreement around the table.
AP-probably supported in EK, in EK could open up x-zone wide open (AP please elaborate a bit).

7. Open cow LEH season in 4-06 earlier (Sept 21 instead of Oct 20).
BH-says the Creston club supports this change.

8. Expand Elk Valley youth/senior hunt zone (not sure it's a sufficient size right now) and perhaps move it to GOS (we can look at # of applicants for 07). 
There was general agreement around table to leave it how it is for a few years and see if the new reg achieves its goal. Is Tara concerned that the boundary is wrong?
9. Open a 3 point bull LEH, perhaps just at low elevations, in the East Kootenay, as per the Elk Management Plan.
AP-LEH for elk will not be supported by any EK clubs.

10. Agriculture zone in the Edgewood area.
BH-can the ranchers in the Inonoaklin get MoAg money to fence their haystacks or gardens? Dave Dunbar will look into the rules behind that program.
WK-who in Edgewood is complaining and are they letting on hunters?
11. Discuss a 3 pt GOS in the EK.

-This is generally supported in the EK and there is also considerable support in the WK (but not universal). Suggest 7-10 days after the rut.

BG-need a note describing how a 3PT might impact the population. 
BG-Southern Guides are likely to oppose any 3PT season.

12. White-tailed deer (discussion on Deer Mgmt Plan-where are we?): Bag limit of one antlerless and one buck region-wide. 
GM pointed out we are still trying to get a deer Management Plan done for the southern half of the Province and that if this proceeds there will be an analysis of the deer we have in the Region which would inform the process. He did not want to debate deer regs too much because he is hoping the planning process will sort out issues.

WK-WKO wants to keep 2 bucks in WK and asks that 4-06 and 4-07 go back to the WK 2 buck rule.

AD-said that changing the season seemed to stop the reporting of the second buck coming from the goat river, satisfied with the change.

AP-a 3 deer regional bag limit would allow hunters to take 2 WTD and a muley.

WK-asks does the antlerless season limit WTD growth at this time

BG-again need data on how harvesting does can influence population size, buck harvest, and trophy quality?
Committee would like to see harvest data before next meeting; this was a general request that they see data associated with various proposals.

JT-pointed out that deer lights that change colors all night (4 colours) seem to work well.

13. Lengthen the antlerless LEH season in problem areas. 

14. Change some antlerless LEH seasons to GOS (if they are undersubscribed). 
15. Should we include spike bucks in the antlerless seasons when that is not the intent of the season?

16. 4-32: why no antlerless season in 432A but many tags in 432B?

Nobody was sure as to why this was but the suggestion was because the intention was to reduce deer numbers for caribou recovery.

17. Mule deer: extend GOS season dates?
18. Caribou: we may have some direction to announce from Victoria but this is not certain.

GM stated there was no announcement as yet but that any mgmt of alternative prey for caribou would focus on moose in the beginning. BH asked if the caribou recovery efforts would negate habitat enhancement in recovery zones. GM says not necessarily if the enhancement is focused on an area with short natural fire return interval (NDT4). The logic being that caribou would not likely have used these habitats anyway.

19. Turkey: go to an archery and firearm season in the fall.

AD-CO Service wants a tag (suggests 5$ per) to allow enforcement of the bag limit.

BH-change wording on page 48; add in a Regional bag limit for turkey (2).

It was pointed out that the turkey season in the fall should be for any bird, not just bearded animals because young of the year do not have beards but they have the highest over winter mortality and hence should be open to hunting.

20. Grizzly bear: same as last year-open north half of 4-15 and 4-16 and close the south half of 4-17 and 4-18. Combine 4-20 into Central Purcell GBPU, combine 4-05 and 4-06 in to Yahk GBPU.

Some discussion about changing GBPU’s but GM clarified that we would be making 2 units where there was 3 before and that these 2 units would have population sizes more typical of other units.

21. Access management closure on Holt Creek near Golden (as per GBRAP recommendations).
AP-Golden club supported this only narrowly and only beyond the Audi gravel pit. This closure needs more discussion. Why is this closure chosen above all the others recommended in the GBRAP process? Thinks logic is a worry about grizzly over-harvest. Current closure starts at the bottom of the road. Garth agreed to cpntact Peter Holms about this proposed reg.
22. Road closures for the WK (update on closure review for the WK): Sproule Creek and Elmira Road near Kingsgate. Sproule is effectively closed by the Smallwood road closure so some decision needs to be made around whether people can use a vehicle in there or not. Elmira is in construction and bisects a major ungulate movement corridor to King Creek.
Nelson club supports closing Smallwood Creek.

WK-Gladstone creek sign past Deer Park is wrong; sign say year round closure but it is only for fall.

BH-will talk to the Creston members about a closure in Elmira creek.

AD-said best practice would be for MOF to decommission the road.

A question was also asked about the face of King Creek?

23. Englishman Creek VHAC: the Lower Kootenay Band will be submitting a letter requesting a VAC on Englishman Creek. How do other user groups feel about this request?
Do band members currently hunt there and will they have a key to the gate?

24. Likely some minor housekeeping amendments to the snowmobile closures but nothing that would conflict with what SaRCO may be proposing.
25. West Kootenay Ecosystem Restoration: MOE will be circulating a 10 year (or so) ER plan soon. Discussion of this document should focus on why we select priority species or ecosystems for action. The document contains suggestions for which species to prioritize and why, and long-term ideas on what to do regarding sheep in the WK, etc. This is not the juncture to discuss which hill to burn, etc. First we need general agreement on the direction in the plan.
GM briefly outlined the plan and asked the club reps to have a look at in the near future if possible.

Road closure for hunting purposes for the Meadow Creek spawning channel road. We have had numerous complaints of shots fired around people viewing the spawning kokanee. Plus the local farm across the road has had bullets flying by them and their livestock.

Is some signage enough to remove this problem? Or close the area to the discharge of firearms?
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