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April 16, 2009
Dick Heath
Regional Manager
Environmental Stewardship
Ministry of Environment
 
Dear Sir,
 
It has come to the attention of the United Bowhunters of BC (UBBC) there may be an imminent shift coming in how the MOE carrys out stakeholder involvement regarding wildlife management and hunting opportunity in Region 1. Bowhunting in BC is emerging and there are a great many opportunities to support the present hunter recruitment and retention strategy while contributing to the Government’s science-based conservation practices. At present, the UBBC have bowhunting representatives on a number of hunting opportunity committees in BC and we would like to be considered for involvement in discussions pertaining to Region 1. 

As President of the UBBC I would like to have our Region 1 UBBC representative, Richard Christiansen sit on that advisory committee. Richard, a federal fisheries officer for 20 years, began hunting in 1975. In 1985 he took up the bow and today enjoys both rifle and bowhunting. Richard’s career postings have been in Campbell River, Tofino and for the past 10 years in Victoria. He is a firearms instructor as well as a “reality based training” instructor.  We believe he would bring an exceptionally well rounded knowledge and skill set to the discussion of wildlife and hunting opportunity in Region 1. My expectation is that Richard, as Region 1 bowhunting representative will communicate with Regional F&G Clubs and bowhunting organizations as well as Regional BCWF member organizations. 
 

In a word the UBBC is about collaboration.  The following is a little bit about how we came to be and who we are today.

In 2003, the British Columbia Archery Association (BCAA) and the Traditional Bowhunters of BC (TBBC) met with then Minister Barisoff to discuss opportunities for the bowhunting community to have a voice in BC and be represented in the stakeholder consultation process. Minister Barisoff suggested that if the BCAA and TBBC could work toward the unification of bowhunters in BC, then the Government would indeed give us a voice.  In 2006 the BCAA, TBBC and UBBC (President Gord Eason) met with Minister Barry Penner to indicate the UBBC had come to fruition and was supported by the TBBC and BCAA. All three provincial organizations continue to work well together.
 
The UBBC has been consulted by the current Government on bowhunting related issues and we are becoming a strong voice for bowhunters on bowhunter education and hunting related issues.  I have made a presentation to PHRAAC and maintain a working relationship with Ian Hatter. The UBBC participated in the Special Weapons Policy and Procedure. 
We have approached the BCWF about collaborating on the formation of an archery sub-committee under the BCWF Wildlife Committee and although they declined the offer of our assistance we continue to act as the bowhunting representative for Reg 4.  As a BCWF Direct Member, I communicate with BCWF clubs within Reg 4 on bowhunting related matters. Other archery and hunting organizations on Vancouver Island are also supportive of the UBBC. The Vic Bowmen and the Port Alberni Bowmen are members of the BCAA and TBBC; Bill Tozer, is the VP of the UBBC and is on the Executive Victoria Fish & Game Protective Association and is the Archery and BCWF rep;  the Courtney Fish & Game are constant supporters of the BCAA and TBBC.  

We believe we are a logical addition to the stakeholder review process in Region 1.   I look forward to your aknowledgement of Richard to the wildlife advisory committee.
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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